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The Indian Defence Force, constituted under the Act of 1917.
canie   into   active   operation   at   th,-
The Indian Defence Force.    beginning o{ the period covered by this
report. The military duties prescribed in the Act were a serious
addition to the burden of noiinai civil vocations. Considering,
thu fact that the staffs, both of Government and of private est-
ablishments, had been seriously depleted by the ordinary proces-
ses of recruitment, the manner in which the work of the country
was carried on, simultaneously with the obligatory military
services, c Jls both for surprise and for admiration. The Indian
Defence Force itself reached before long a state of efficiency
which won the praise of the regular military authorities ; and
testimonies of its practical value were not. wanting. On several
occasions during 1917 and 1918, bodies of the Indian Defence
Force rendered good service in the cause of peace and order when
local disturbances, either on religious or on other grounds,
threatened to disturb the normal life of the Indian community.
It was not alone the men who did their share towards India's
war   effort.     Englishwomen in India.
Women's War Work.      ^   ^    gisters    ^   England)   ^
whatever they could to aid in the prosecution of the war. Parti-
cularly during the year 1918, was there a great mobilization of
woman-power, largely due to the initiative of the Association
of University Women in India. Bureaus of this Association
were established in Calcutta and Bombay, and succeeded in
opening up new fields of work for suitable women, besides
generally regulating the market for women's labour. Medical
women were taken from civil and put into military work,
and a certain number of unemployed women graduates
were discovered and utilised. From the early months of the
war, it is hardly necessary to say, the energies of English
and Anglo-Indian women in India were largely occupied in
supplying comforts for the troops in various theatres of
war. In this voluntary work, Indian women joined witb
great generosity. There lias been a considerable increase
. in the number of women who have taken up nursing as a
profession for the duration of the war ; the majority of whom
are serving in military hospitals in India. Besides those